Vol.7 No.2 2024

ISSN Online: 2709-7625

1 HM ISSN Print: 2709-7615

China's Conflict Management Approach Towards Africa:

Evidence from Darfur

Dr. Assad Mehmood Khan"

Abstract:

China has become a significant player in Africa, with extensive economic and political interests. As
such, its approach to managing conflicts in Africa has significant regional stability and global security
implications. This paper examines how China's investments in Africa contribute to issues by analyzing the
transfer of Chinese-made weaponry to Sudan to secure crude to protect its domestic interests. Some
academics in international relations view the development of Sino-African relations as an indicator of the
foundation upon which China's larger strategic goals are constructed. In addition to economic benefits, China
has governmental, security, and sociopolitical interests in Africa. This rapidly developing relationship offers
China and Africa both opportunities and challenges. Primarily, China's trade, investment, and infrastructure
development assistance are reshaping African markets. However, the expansion of China poses a challenge to
the international balance of power. Specifically, the United States views Africa as famous for its investments,
expertise, calm, and hospitality. Moreover, contentious issues are straining these relationships. Africa was a
victim of Western colonialism and "strings attached" methods. The "Strings-attached" methodology is
employed by "quasi-state" actors. Most African leaders frequently criticize it for interfering with the internal
affairs of a few African states and making the continent dependent on foreign-aid support.
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Introduction

China's foreign policy towards the African continent began to develop in the 1950s and
1970s, partly due to China's desire to disrupt global isolation and move Taiwan. At the same
time, the Chinese government was widely recorded and replaced Beijing, as mentioned in earlier
policies (Sullivan, 2018, p. 15). Additionally, it sought to challenge the old United Russian
domination while employing enough extreme resistance to halt the full infiltration of Western
radical perspectives about equality, language freedom, and material into Chinese civilization. For
the state's financial advancement, this was a test. Following Mao's death in 1976, China

embarked on an ongoing financial restructuring that positively influenced economic growth and
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increased communication through outdoor spaces. As a result, China began communicating with
African republics through other autonomous African governments sparingly (Hanauer & Morris,
2014, p. 29). Despite China's politico-economic expansion globally, most academics believe that
by 2025, it will be the world's most powerful political force (Balogun, Moyosore, Ahmad, &
Ishaq, 2020, p. 73) (DNI, 2008, p. 29). In essence, Chinese demonstrates the characteristics that
develop a politico-economic power and dominant state, population that is expertly managed, full
of national pride and commitment, and indigenous development plan and personality. It is
concentrated on the intellectual unification of African state structures to prevent collectivism
from spreading to the West (Chigora, 2012). Chinese companies in Africa have changed their
focus to more realistic goals like knowledge, assets, and strength. According to realists'
interpretation, each state maintains its independence and adheres to its safety laws while
attempting to defend its survival. China aims to appease its ethno-ideological and politico-
economic persuades to govern its continuance in developing power order.

Africa has diplomatic avenues and potentials; thus, China has initiated greater strategic
drives. Additionally, Africa seems to be the second-largest landform after the Asian continent; as
a result, it chases African backing for multilateral opportunities alike the UN in particular due to
the its strength of voting bloc. China owes a worldwide communalist alliance since the nations of
Africa collectively account for more than one-fourth of the member countries and votes of the
United Nations (Cheru & Obi, 2010, p. 46). Sino-African relations continue to promote UN-
contained reforms. For instance, the Africa Union has plans for the UN that are geared toward
seats on the UN Security Council (UNSC). However, offering China a chance to grow its
footprint on the African continent. Regarding ideology, China and Africa have a shared history
of suffering under Western foreign rulers, which has led to mutual pity for newly emerging
democracies.

Economically, Chinese influence over the African continent largely bolsters investments
in other commerce. Trade between China and Africa increased by 40% yearly, with more than
480 per cent of the increase between 2003 and 2014 directed at producing clothing for China.
Additionally, China has provided more jobs to Africa due to its status as an emerging
commercial and trade economy. Hence, it has helped to verify investment returns, maximize

productivity, and reduce liability-aimed dependency on national economic policies (Rotberg,
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2009, p. 87). Additionally, it endorses the careful provision of developmental loans as the main
tool for reform by independent African countries. In addition, China has industrialized a
functional underpinning for establishing a developing network of relationships in Africa. For
instance, it gave Tanzania US$500 million to build a railway network connecting Tanzania and
Zambia (Alden, Large, & Oliveira, 2008, p. 198).

Although China has consistently viewed itself as a titan in the world economy, its
growing influence in Africa encourages Western beliefs in equality, social privileges, and
equality, leading to acceptable markets in Africa. However, China has frequently been criticized
for violating human rights, supporting impoverished equality, and refusing to provide some
applications that would have allowed the transmission of services and data to the African
continent (Cheru & Obi, 2010). Additionally, it has been noted that Sino-African trade has
increased dramatically compared to the West generally and the US in particular. The majority of
Africans perceive Western depictions of capitalism and liberal democracies as being out of touch
with their real world, their history, and their beliefs. Thus, making it one of the few controversial
issues affecting Afro-Western relations.

In order to justify ongoing assistance programs for their nations, West has been
pressuring African countries to accept equality (Prempeh, 2007, pp. 469-506). Additionally,
African leaders argue that democracy is irrelevant to the continent's developmental needs, citing
China as a development model. The dogmatic denationalization imposed by a few African
governments is another contentious issue affecting African ties with the West. Furthermore, it
does not adhere to the dogma of dogmatic denationalization but rather encourages public and
private innovation that results in value-adding activities, the creation of services, and overall
growth (Rotberg, 2009, p. 31 and 204).

First and foremost, an explanation of China's nature of engagement in Africa is important
to take into account, as are other research studies looking specifically at Sudan's engagement
with China. These are among the primary causal aspects of Sino-African peace-building relations
and Chinese involvement in the Sudan crisis. It looks at the problems of overt and covert
contacts with Sudan in particular, as well as the African continent in general. With the most
current essays and readings included, the aim is to assess the course's efficacy. Consequently, the

assessments recognized the significance of modernizing the body of information about China's
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engagement in Sudan and its endeavors to advance peace in Africa.

Despite the volume of books, magazines, papers, articles, and readings on the subject,
there are limitations to the field of research, particularly regarding Chinese involvement in
Sudan. Thus, it is necessary to discuss the issues mentioned earlier by looking at the case study
of Sudan, focusing on learning about Sino-African peace-building interactions and their effects
on an emerging global endeavour to construct peace in Africa. As a result, the data gathered for
this study will be examined using "Realist Theory" to understand behaviour and relationships
between states. Sino-African engagements are discussed as a whole, while Sino-Sudan
engagements are discussed specifically. Both engagements are discussed concerning the search
for oil, resource capital dominance, and control over the market economy.

Statement of the Problem

Africa’s civilization, cultures, socio-politics, and socio-economies have all suffered
greatly as a result of homicidal variations, which have robbed them of their capacity for both
creation and transformation. Likewise, the factors contributing to instability in Sudan were not
only limited to the North-South divide. Since the discovery of petroleum gas and oil, Sudan has
had a significant period of peaceful coexistence, marking a notable departure from its history of
conflicts since its establishment. Consequently, there has been a growing competition for control
over petroleum gas and oil reserves located in the central region of the state. This competition
has been further intensified by the reluctance of foreign oil partners and their subsequent removal
from the area. As a result, oil organizations from China, India, and Malaysia have been able to
benefit from this situation. Additionally, the crisis in Darfur has also had a role in shaping the
dynamics of this situation, particularly after military coup of 2019.

In light of the prevailing state of instability in Sudan and the violence in the Darfur
region, numerous hypotheses have been advanced by researchers regarding the cause of the
situation. This research endeavors to provide a contextual framework for the China factor,
specifically in relation to its Conflict management policy and its pragmatic objectives in Africa,
while also examining the latest political and economic developments in Darfur, Sudan. The
instability in Sudan, particularly the Darfur conflict, is not the only factor influencing China's
politico-economic involvement in this region; rather, it is motivated by its vested economic

interests. The mineral deposits in Darfuric region, especially the gold and hydrocarbon reserves,
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are sufficient to satisfy the energy needs and demands of numerous states that are experiencing
energy scarcity. Since 2003, this situation has created a tug-of-war-like atmosphere in Sudan, as
other status quo and competing powers are unwilling to grant China unrestricted access to the
country's wealth.

Nevertheless, in order to fully understand and analyze Chinese conflict management
towards the region in the context of an emerging global order in Africa as a whole and the Sudan
specifically, one must do so within the framework of a competitive international energy-resource
politics environment in which the United States, India, and China are the principal stakeholders
vying for supply sanctuary. By undertaking a thorough examination of the aforementioned trend,
the intention is to add and contribute significance to academic and general social discourse, in
the context of the dialogue between China's conflict management approach towards Africa and
Sudan's development; this supports the narrative that is currently prevalent internationally.
Research Objectives

The purpose of the research article aimed to investigate and analyze the China's conflict
management approach towards Africa as whole and Darfur in particular to contemplate the
potential repercussions for the region. Moreover, an effort being put-in to construct a conflict
management approach regarding the notion that the conflict in Darfur remains the result of socio-
economic and politico-ethnic instability. Furthermore, a systemic hostile atmosphere, fostered by
persistent prejudice, inequities, and discrepancies, molded indignation and strife that provoked
conspicuous alienation. Similarly, it is contended that consequence discourse has been marked
by an asymmetry, thereby becoming an extension of the phenomenal script that has been
manipulated in the future. As a result, the geo-strategic ramifications of initiating the conflict
management are diminished, and there are significant socio-ethnic and political-economic issues
associated with Darfur,

As a result, systematic and analytical research aimed at answering the central question
that perceived and interpreted the factor of the Chinese conflict management approach towards
Africa rendering focus over politico-economic relationship. This yielded conclusions regarding
Chinese relations towards the region that extend beyond the realm of professional interest and
consistently link a significant aspect of the politico-economic presence in the Darfur region.

Although, a considerable scholarly focus remained towards Chinese politico-economic
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engagements towards Africa, primarily focusing its infrastructure development and economic
expansion. However, a body of literature including Large (2015), Lina (2016), Sun D. (2021),
and Shinn (2023) has emerged to examine Chinese conflict management approach towards
Africa, primarily focusing on its security development and cooperation from various angles. In
spite of the aforementioned research, interest in the Chinese conflict management approach
towards Africa continues to grow.

In light of this expanding academic curiosity, this research article endeavors to provide
responses to essential questions, thus, the primary research objectives pertain to: (1) to analyze
China's historical involvement in conflict management in Africa, with a focus on its activities in
the Darfur region, (2) to assess the motivations and drivers behind China's engagement in
conflict management in Africa, particularly in Darfur, including economic, political, and
strategic interests, (3) to investigate the methods and strategies employed by China in its conflict
management approach in Darfur, including diplomatic efforts, peacekeeping contributions, and
economic initiatives, (4) to examine the impact of China's involvement in conflict management
in Darfur on the local, regional, and international dynamics of the conflict, as well as on the well-
being of the affected populations, (5) to offer a comprehensive analysis of the lessons that can be
drawn from China's engagement in Darfur for its future involvement in conflict resolution efforts
on the African continent and beyond.

Determining the opportunities and challenges of China's conflict management approach
towards Africa as whole and Darfur in particular as the central objective of the research article,
which aimed at examining it in its entirety. Furthermore, this research article persuades to
elucidate the fundamental reasons by combining existing discourse analysis with secluded
consequential history descriptions, as opposed to merely examining and assessing the
occurrences and assessing the instability situation in the region and describing the dynamics of
conflict in Darfur. In doing so, it delves into the valuable contribution on the subject research.
Theoretical Framework of the Socio-Political Stability Context

Realists have typically viewed the international system as a setting for power struggles.
Power, the ability to influence others' performance, and the capacity to flourish under duress.
The two primary forms of power are covert (dormant) and overt (offensive), according to

Mearsheimer (2001). Covert social-economic factors that shape overt (military) power are
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primarily formed by state wealth and popular preference (Mearsheimer, 2001, p. 46).
Realistically, the global plan continues to be innovative since it offers states great evolutionary
control and high satisfaction. Hegemonic status quo refers to stabilizing present policy. The
United States has ruled the 21st century as a hegemon state since the end of the Cold War. China
has established itself as a hegemon state but aspires to be a great power (Cheung, 2018, p. 22).

Furthermore, the hegemonic constancy viewpoint predicts that anti-US alliances will not
materialize since major powers like the UK, France, and Japan are fundamentally satisfied and
committed to maintaining the status quo of world order (Barnett & Duvall, 2005). At the same
time, one school of thought in the academic field of international relations contends that China's
rise in the global order creates a potential all-encompassing security in its pursuit of parity with
the US, which might result in a sizable possibility of conflict. According to N. Woods (Woods,
2011, p. 253), it is a battleground for many forms of international authority. While Mearsheimer
believes that disputes are intolerable, he also believes that China's growth will not lead to a
conflict since key powers like the UK, Japan, and France are content to maintain US supremacy
(Mearsheimer, 2001, p. 52).

The primary strategy for determining research results is the qualitative learning approach.
In addition, a descriptive-analytical method is used, emphasizing contemporary politico-
economic activities and the peace-building process, to contextualize China's position in the
Sudan war and examine the character of present Sino-African peace-building contacts.
China's Contribution to African Peace

Until the 1950s, China's policy toward the African continent was insignificant (Shinn,
2019, pp. 61-83). China's policy toward Africa did, however, grow gradually between 1950 and
the 1990s (Shinn, David H.; Eisenman, Joshua, 2012, p. 30). Its main goal was to make the
world's continents more accessible by involving the previously unified Russia in a worldwide
communitarian push and, in turn, ousting Taiwan's widely recognized Chinese government. In
1964, it also announced "Eight-Principles"”, addressing assistance for African governments'
techno-economic development (Alden, Large, & Oliveira, 2008, p. 200). Most of the African
leadership regarded these "Eight Principles” as an openly African-driven policy; as a result, they
were outlined as opposed to neo-liberal IMF and World Bank procedures. Leadership in Africa

has been drawn to China's inclusive international stance since it has never demanded any favours
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or included any restrictions.

One of the biggest challenges of the recent age is how to properly and successfully
address the challenging concerns of Africa. Furthermore, China has come under fire for its role
in promoting peace and managing conflicts in Africa, from the Darfur crisis in Sudan to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. China has, however, been taking part in the process of joint
reconstruction following the conflict. For instance, it supported the 2005 Comprehensive Peace
Agreement (CPA) that followed the signing of Sudan's peace agreements (Grawert, 2010, p. 29).
As a consequence, South Sudan had a political upheaval and emerged as a sovereign democracy.
As part of its peace-building efforts inside Africa, China has backed human rights and
improvements, given financial help, and ultimately participated in multifaceted mediums,
including a converted resolve to engagements, de-mining support, and concluding with anti-
piracy operations.

China's concern for conflict management towards Africa is conventionally motivated by
the safeguarding of its investments and trade market. The evaluation of China's conflict
management strategy in Africa frequently revolves around the complex and diverse character of
China's involvement in Africa, surpassing mere altruistic or humanitarian considerations. The
expanding economic ambitions of China in Africa, which include infrastructure development,
natural resource investments, and the establishment of markets for Chinese products and
services, have generated a vested interest in the region's peace and stability. Although China's
approach to conflict management in Africa reflects this conventional motivation, it is crucial to
note that its involvement is not exclusively motivated by economic interests. In addition to
political considerations, diplomatic objectives, and a wish to establish itself as a responsible
global actor, it is a complex interplay of factors. As a result, ongoing research and debate
surround the correlation between China's economic interests and its conflict management
endeavors in Africa.

China endeavors to mitigate the hazards linked to conflict in its pursuit of investments, as
such risks have the potential to disrupt economic operations and imperil its overarching long-
term economic objectives. Through proactive involvement in conflict management initiatives,
such as peacekeeping missions or diplomatic mediation, China endeavors to establish a

favourable setting that fosters the prosperity and operation of its enterprises in African markets.
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This approach is consistent with the organization's overarching strategy of establishing economic
alliances and ensuring entry to valuable resources on the continent. Moreover, the recent
economic development and expansion trends indicate that China's trade volume has been rising
(Yueh, 2019, p. 19). The bilateral trade volumes between China and Africa were assessed to
have amounted to around $170 billion in 2017. However, trade between China and Africa
increased in value by 35% between 2019 and 2020, reaching $254 billion, primarily as a result of
a surge in Chinese exports to the continent (Mureithi, 2021). Aside the global supply chain
challenges and additional disruptions brought about by the COVID-19 pandemic, these increases
transpired (Table 1).

China-Africa trade value

China's imports from

Africa
I I I China's exports to Africa

Source: Quartz, General Admiration of Customs, P.R. China

The rise in trade volume can be ascribed to the willingness of Chinese corporations to
invest in regions that are regarded as hazardous or have received inadequate attention from other
development counterparts (Ighinoba, 2017, p. 22). In other words, China has emerged victorious
in the continent's markets by leveraging its vast enterprise base. Annual inflows of Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) from China to Africa have exhibited a consistent upward trend over the
years. As an illustration, foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows 1.8 billion during 2022
(STATISTA, 2023). In order to protect its investments and markets, China has been compelled
to reassess its foreign policy and actively participate in peacekeeping and other conflict

management initiatives in Africa. China recognizes that the preservation of peace and security in
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Africa is imperative for the advancement of its trade interests in the region (Figure 1).

Figure ‘ Africa: top 10 investor economies by FDI stock, 2017 and 2021

et o, | ——

Source: UNCTAD, FDI/MNE

Furthermore, China's interests are motivated by domestic political imperatives to
safeguard its citizens overseas. An estimated one million or more Chinese nationals are engaged
in diverse activities such as commerce and mining on the continent (Wegenast, Krauser, Striver,
& Giesen, 2019, p. 42). Due to the substantial Chinese population and the sporadic assaults on
Chinese nationals and business enterprises across the continent, China has been compelled to
devise protection strategies for its citizens overseas, which include peacekeeping operations. It
was reported that in Darfur, specifically after al-Bashir was ousted from power, Chinese
construction sites and labour were warned to incidents and plunders. Amidst the prevailing
politico-economic unrest in Sudan, the China’s construction, development and conflict
management endeavors have been rendered inoperable. Chinese were warned and threatened to
safeguard its citizens across the conflict zones due to the insecurity in certain countries (Khan,
Rahim, & Yousufi, 2020, p. 322). China evacuated in excess of 29,000 Chinese nationals during
the height of the conflict in Libya (Etyang & Panyako, 2020, p. 342). China's conflict
management strategy and participation in Africa's peace and security initiatives ultimately
affords the country the chance to acquire hands-on experience in addressing emergent global
security challenges and threats. China's deployment of diplomatic envoys, police, troops, and

experts in diverse conflict environments provides Chinese with practical and useful experiences
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that help improve their responsiveness towards conflict zones in Africa.
UN Peacekeeping and China

China's foreign policy was for an extended period of time characterized by a notable
absence of international involvement and non-compliance with the peacekeeping endeavors of
multilateral organizations. China maintained this position until the 1990s, at which point its
peacekeeping policy began to diverge from its fundamental principle of non-interference. Beijing
was initially skeptical of the United Nations' peacekeeping efforts (He, 2019, p. 254). At that
time, the Chinese political leadership held the belief that the United Nations had been employed
to legitimize and sanction actions during the Korean War in the early 1950s that China perceived
as aggressive military intervention (Klass, 2021, p. 1232). An additional factor contributing to
China's hesitancy was its conviction that sovereign nations possessed an intrinsic right to govern
their own affairs free from external interference. The political survival of China in the post-world
war era and the recent developments across the globe significantly influenced this matter. The
change in Chinese policy was precipitated by a decision made by Deng Xiaoping in the 1980s,
which authorized China to commence contributing to the United Nations peacekeeping budget
and subsequently permitted its personnel to participate directly in peacekeeping missions. This
action was implemented as a component of Xiaoping's extensive economic reforms.

In the initial phases of its involvement in peace and security affairs, China predominantly
followed conventional conflict management tenets such as neutrality and impartiality. Prior to
this, its involvement in multidimensional conflict management strategies were restricted to the
predominately economic growth and infrastructural development driven strategies, though
besides deployment of limited military observers, logisticians, engineers, and medical teams for
earlier missions, including the United Nations Advance Mission in Cambodia since 1991 (Po &
Sims, 2021, p. 42). China's existence ensued subsequent to its diplomatic backing for a peaceful
transition and reconciliation government and its involvement in the Paris Peace Accords for
Cambodia. These actions effectively resolved the internal strife in Cambodia that had
commenced subsequent to Vietnam's ousting of the Khmer Rouge regime. With the deployment
of its initial operational civilian police officers to the United Nations mission in East Timor in
2000, China's peacekeeping policy underwent a significant transformation. The China-East

Timor deployment demonstrated a greater readiness to participate actively in peacekeeping
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endeavors (Southgate, 2019, pp. 25-70).

Evidently, Chinese involvement in conflict management affords towards Africa
particularly participation through United Nations peacekeeping operations has increased
dramatically, confirming Beijing's emergence as a significant actor on the international stage and
in particular (He, 2019, p. 197). In 2008, China commenced its membership in the United
Nations Special Committee on Peacekeeping Operations. Chinese have provided financial
support for UN mediation in Africa through logistical support for the UN and the limited areas.
In addition, it made a contribution to UNMIS, which was established in 2005 with the intention
of assisting the CPA in supervising the formation of South Sudan (Koos & Laurent, 2010, p. 29).
Furthermore, China has contributed to the funding of demining efforts in African regions
plagued by war. As a consequence, approximately 120 Eritrean mine-clearance specialists
received training and support for de-mining in Eritrea (OCHA, 2003). Several African countries,
including those of Sudan, Chad, Mozambique, Burundi, Ethiopia, Guinea-Bissau, Rwanda,
Eritrea, and Angola, have received equipment from China as part of their UN cooperation since
1998. has thus contributed to lowering the risks in conflict areas.

China's involvement in peacekeeping operations in Africa has been conspicuous. In fact,
one region in which China's peacekeeping activity increased in 2017 was Africa (Coleman &
Job, 2021, p. 1456). China remains among leading ten nations participating in UN missions with
contribution of total 2,277 personnel to ongoing peacekeeping missions in Africa (UN, 2023)
(Table 2). China has adopted a broader approach to peacekeeping operations by participating in

these missions.
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Ranking of contributions by country (as of 31 July 2023)
angladesh Y 7,2

Source: UN Peacekeeping, Contribution

Humanitarian and Developmental Assistance

Chinese have supported humanitarian aid and development initiatives for many African
governments, like Sudan. For the millions of people who continued to emigrate due to the wars,
it provided food supplies, clothing for everyday usage, and medications throughout the Darfur
crisis. Darfur is known for its protracted underdevelopment, one of the issues causing issues in
the region (Brosché, 2008). China has been engaging in the creation of infrastructure to combat
this. Major roadways built by Chinese suppliers have encircled the province of Darfur.
Additionally, China increased its aid to South Sudan by opening an embassy there in 2008
(Avruch & Mitchell, 2013). Furthermore, it advocated a negotiated resolution to African
problems by participating in multilateral settings. It has exhibited some personality in resolving
problems in Africa.
China and Darfur Peace-Building

Before Sudan's independence in 1956, contacts between China and Sudan were
negligible. However, from 1956 to 1990, the mutual contact between the two states grew
significantly (Lai, 2007). However, because Chinese efforts to sustain domestic security mostly
drive this correlation, it is primarily driven by commerce and industry. China intends to observe
and influence Sudan's capital, particularly the oil sector. As a result of China's rapid economic

expansion, the demand for oil capital is expanding, which forces the claim. Additionally, China
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supports projects aimed at developing a variety of governmental sectors.

As a result, it has invested billions, primarily in the oil sector. After the adoption of the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in 2005, China emerged as a prominent catalyst for
economic development in Sudan. It has supported national development initiatives such as
building educational institutions, healthcare and care facilities, transportation, and energy
infrastructure. Consequently, there is another way to get oil wealth besides using it to pay the
government. Furthermore, Sudan engaged in the exportation of cotton, metal scraps, and sesame
to China, in return for the importation of clothes, manufactured textiles, and armaments.

The rapidly growing connection presents enormous opportunities and challenges to the
developing state as China pays more attention to using soft power in Sudan (Ganguly, Scobell, &
Lio, 2017). While China has mediated talks between rival parties in Sudan, its involvement has
been sporadic. Chinese resisted voting in the capital of Sudan during the 2000s. However, in
South Sudan, they plotted CPA with topographical links to petroleum, which exacerbated the
tensions already present in the area. Even if China-funded multifaceted chances after deciding to
engage in conflict with two Sudan’s, it nevertheless came under fire for its history of abusing
human rights.

Sudan is the top petroleum-capitalist country in Africa, and China is offering rheostats
and an exploitation strategy to the country's petroleum business. China's financial assistance has
promoted tyranny and persecution in Sudan and foreshadowed "neo-colonialism.” China
paradoxically claims that it does not get involved in the internal affairs of the nations with it has
agreements. However, this is misleading and difficult for nations who want to improve their
democracies, not just in Africa (Large, Daniel, 2008). Sudan went to China when its interactions
with foreign financial institutions became difficult due to the lack of a democratic system.
According to the realist perspective, the autocracy in Sudan would not have maintained control
of the country without China’s significant financial and military support (Alden, Chris; Large,
Daniel; Oliveira, Ricardo Soares de, 2008). Furthermore, most political analysts believe that
China's financial assistance to Sudan's autocratic élite has resulted in extremely costly human
rights violations in Sudan, notably Darfur. Sudan is, therefore, widely recognized as the top
African nation where human rights abuses and displacement have increased in severity.

Chinese involvement in Darfur goes beyond Petro-capital. As a result, it continued to be
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uncultured defilements, including human rights violations using various weapons, security, and
law enforcement agency equipment (Amnesty International Report, 2011). China is one of a
select group of nations that has provided Sudan with an excessive amount of combat equipment,
handguns, and ammunition, along with France, Saudi Arabia, and Iran. Due to the widespread
use of these fighting weapons and small firearms, the Darfurian region became very pompous.
As a result, hostility is increasing more quickly in the conflict area. The estimated number of
human rights violations, innocent deaths, and important areas being destroyed was also quite
high. Consequently, more than 1.6 million people were internally displaced inside Darfur, as
opposed to over 200,000 who were relocated to neighboring countries like as Chad, and
thousands of people were killed (UN News Service, 2006).

In reality, China has faced criticism from the West for continuing to supply Sudan with
military hardware. Massive Killings, sexual assaults, and kidnappings have been committed by
government-equipped militias and affiliated fighting organizations in conflict zones under the
guise of well-recognized weaponry shipments. According to an Amnesty International report
from 2003, the previous official government of Sudan is accused of exploiting oil cash outflows
to fund an armed army employed in Darfur, resulting in widespread massacres and human rights
violations. In addition, China has allegedly sent gunships to previous Khartoum administrations
to quell unrest in contemporary South Sudan and Darfur (Daly, Martin W., 2010). Contrarily,
China contends that arms deliveries strengthen the recipient state's resistance. Additionally, it
does not mention the state's general or the global community's specific peace, safety, and
dependability. Do not interfere with the state's domestic affairs, however.

Chinese people value humanitarian features and military and law enforcement apparatus
to enable them to continue annexing natural resources at the expense of the general population,
as in the case of the Merowe-dam project. Local farmers were banished due to the project, and
there were police skirmishes. However, the dam construction companies ultimately removed the
population. Chinese escalation of conflict in Sudan is still a persistent pattern. The trained and
armed troops may have killed the nomadic people due to the Chinese labourers building the
power tower in Bayuda occupying water wells while blocking access to the facility (Gleichen,
1905, p. 30).

Therefore, as China offers socio-political, socio-economic, and technological

86



Vol.7 No.2 2024
ISSN Online: 2709-7625

1 H’M ISSN Print: 2709-7615

requirements targeted towards subsurface investigation on the African continent, it would be
determined that specific belongings of such an organization would be created there. However,
China is encouraging some of Africa's most oppressive institutions, increasing the likelihood of a
catastrophe. However, that is what makes it authoritative in interactions with African
governments. Thus, African nations need extra caution in their interpersonal interactions, given
that they get financial support, development projects, and war equipment and training facilities
from China.
Conclusion

The rising presence of China in Africa has hampered efforts to establish dependability
and peace on the continent in both positive and negative ways. Additionally, it has supported
considerable aid in a select state like Sudan going through representative evolutions, such as
investing in infrastructure, providing technical contributions, and aiding in collaborative
initiatives. On the contrary, in countries characterized by planned capitals like as Sudan, Nigeria,
and Angola, this phenomenon also contributes to the degradation of the raw-capital expletive,
hence reinforcing neo-genealogical configurations that are mostly focused on the exploitation of
human rights (Richard, 2008). For instance, in the 1990s, China helped the government of Sudan
build its domestic arms sector, which undoubtedly increased the region's level of fury.
Additionally, it has been providing these states with firearms. Therefore, such weapons are well-
known modern instruments of authoritarianism and brutality. Last but not least, China has
contributed to peacekeeping efforts in emerging African republics like Sudan and South Sudan.

However, realists assert that anarchy is a sign of the world order, and China’s rising
presence in Africa has undoubtedly shown this. China has exacerbated tensions throughout the
continent despite holding a permanent seat in the UNSC and possessing a crucial position for
resolutely addressing duty among all nations bearing the global undertakings, such as validating
inter-continental peace-building. It has been claimed that negligent transfers of weapons to
African regimes have stoked wars and profited from humanitarian efforts (Richard, 2005). While
maintaining a permanent membership in the United Nations Security Council, its primary
mandate is the oversight of arms transfers and the prevention of any involvement in continuing
humanitarian abuses or breaches of international human rights. Hence, experts specializing in

African leadership and international relations mostly analyze strategies aimed at Chinese
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engagement in the region and the subsequent ramifications for Africa's future growth. Hence,
more study endeavors will assist individuals in comprehending and gaining a comprehensive
understanding of the matter at hand. Finally, the conclusion provides actionable advice on
China's role in promoting peace in Africa and Sudan. Therefore, Chinese investments are
generous in remaking the continent, but they need to make room for transferring services and
technologies to specific states. Therefore, it is necessary to transmit equipment and knowledge to
African republics. Furthermore, the Chinese leadership must encourage both development and
democracy in Africa. Since previous democracies continued their engagement with China,
African leadership needs to be closely examined to respond to experiments available aimed at the
Chinese position on the African continent by inciting modules. In order to document information
from the state to the user, it is important to record and speak freely about all aspects of services,

security, and police that are authorized for export in addition to transportation.
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