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Abstract

Analytical Review of Craig Considines, The Humanity of Muhammad: A Christian View
(December 2020) This book, in particular, published in 2020, aims to create stronger bonds
of understanding and peace between Christians and Muslims whose common human values
continue to be promoted and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) is protected. The author discusses
several aspects of the Prophet’s life, religious pluralism, social justice, women’s rights, and
the importance of knowledge, explaining these as remedies for our contemporary challenges.
It references Quranic verses, Hadith, historical events and Sufi poetry as supplementary
evidence in order to support its main arguments, that the basis of Islam is founded atop
compassion and justice. It gained widespread acclaim but faced criticism for deviations from
traditional Islamic teachings, including its unique interpretation of the finality of
Prophethood. This review investigates where the book contributes to interfaith harmony as
well as academic discourse in the field while also accounting for its limits.
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“I wrote this book to build stronger bridges of understanding and peace between
Christians and Muslims, to uplift our common humanity, and to defend the honor of
Prophet Muhammad, who has been depicted by many Christians throughout history
as the anti-thesis of Jesus.”(2)
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“This book is academic in nature, but it is also written an accessible manner for the
general public. People that may be interested in this piece of scholarship include, but

is by no means limited to: religious leaders, community organizers, politicians,
activists, academics, teachers and those involved in interreligious dialogue.”(3)
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“For me serving as an “Islamic apologist”...There are two primary methods of
Islamic apologetics. The first involves sharing passages of the Holy Quran which
give the clear evidence that the Islamic faith is fundamentally rooted mercy,
compassion, and freedom. (4)
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“There is no compulsion in religion. The right way stands there clearly
distinguished from the false.” (2:256)

e sl
wz@wé&gwwL;U’u;;gy’&n’}wg/’f
“The second involves shining a light on the peaceful example of Muhammad to
counteract anti-Islam and anti-Muslim rhetoric.

Here are several passages from the Hadith that shed light on Muhammad’s
teachings on peace: (5)
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“Verily, the most of the people to God are those who begin the greeting of peace”

(Sunan Abu Dawud)
“The most hated person in the sight of God is the most quarrelsome person” (Sahih

Bukhari)

Lo P Moot Wi 2 2 S F E o (1R S 19 £ oot Ut U G
(6)-‘4%”,1/ Kty 2t 1B st s S A e Lis

e s i)

u"’gaLﬁﬁ,rwummégab?}dufLéu,{wuuuy’uvl,z,_,Cff%(glgglzui‘_ﬁgt?ri_,ﬁ@/z%fbf
-+L”n5 e s U e U] Jta 1 pre i i bbb &t s p5 00 S 7 S cgulugz+f
wz./f/uﬁtidqulJumg/'f
“I am neither Christian, nor Jewish, nor Muslim

| am not of the East, nor of the West...
| have put duality away, | have seen the two worlds as one,

One | seek,
One | see know,
One | see,
One I call.”(7)
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“Muhammad's pluralistic vision for his Ummah, and indeed the World at large, is
timely considering the levels of extremism worldwide, particularly as they pertain to
the persecution of Christians and other minority populations in Muslim-majority
countries. Let me also remind Christian readers around the world that they would be

wise to follow Muhammad's pluralistic and civic ethos in terms of their relations
with Muslims.”(8)
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“The term jihad is literally translated into the English language to mean “to
struggle” or “to strive.” A person that engages in jihad may be struggling in the

face of personal struggles like fighting unhealthy addictions or striving to promote
tolerance of diversity and love.”(9)
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“The Arabic term hijab, which translates roughly to “veil,” refers to something
that conceals, covers, or protects against penetration between two things.” (10)
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In another moment of Jesus’ life, when he was betrayed by Judas, one of the
twelve disciples, Jesus was arrested by armed men. Peter who was with Jesus,
drew his sword and struck the Jewish High priest’s servant, cutting off his ear.

Jesus said to his follower: “Put your sword back in its place. All who take the
sword will die by the sword.” (Matthew 26:52)
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The Holy Qur’an notes: “... If anyone slew a person unless it be for murder or for

spreading mischief in the land it would be as if he saved the life of the whole
humanity” (Qur’an 5:32) (11)
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“While it is clear that racial inequality and racism pose alarming challenges to
humanity, less attention appears to be given to the potential solutions that can
solve these pressing concerns, what, then, can human beings do to combat racial
inequality and racism? One option is to follow Muhammad, who is regarded by
some as the world’s first anti-racist.”(14)
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