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ABSTRACT

Blasphemy, commonly defined as speech or actions that show irreverence towards sacred
entities, holds significant importance in religious and social contexts. Within Islamic
jurisprudence, blasphemy is regarded as a grievous offense against the sanctity of faith and
the divine symbols of Islam. This crime encompasses acts of defamation against Allah, the
Prophet Muhammad ,(%) or other sacred entities, often leading to spiritual, moral, and
societal discord .

Islamic law categorizes blasphemy as both a sin and a punishable offense, with strong legal
and moral foundations derived from the Quran, Sunnah, and the consensus of Islamic
scholars. The Quran explicitly condemns mocking Allah and His Messenger (e.g., Surah At-
Tawbah 9:65-66; Surah Al-Ahzab 33:57), while Hadith literature outlines strict consequences
for such actions. Prominent Islamic jurists like Ibn Taymiyyah and Qadi lyad have extensively
addressed the gravity of this offense and its implications for individual and communal
harmony.

Blasphemy laws, as enforced in various Muslim-majority nations, aim to protect religious
sentiments and preserve societal peace. However, their application has been a subject of
global debate, particularly in modern contexts involving freedom of speech and expression.
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Challenges include misuse of these laws, interfaith dynamics, and the advent of digital
platforms where religious offenses have become more frequent.

This abstract explores the theological, legal, and ethical dimensions of blasphemy,
highlighting its historical precedents, scriptural basis, and contemporary challenges. The
discussion emphasizes the need for a balanced approach that upholds Islamic principles of
justice, ensures fairness, and respects the sensitivities of diverse communities in a globalized
world.
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