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Abstract:

In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, British colonialism, modern education, and the
expansion of the printing press in the Indian subcontinent provided women with their first
opportunity to write at a public level. The novels written by women during this period were not
merely reformist narratives; rather, they reflected the clash between the colonial system,
indigenous traditions and modern ideas. This research study analyzes pre-1947 novels written
by women from a postcolonial perspective and seeks to determine how women novelists of this
era represented issues of gender, religion, class and nation in their texts. The analysis,
conducted in light of postcolonial theories, reveals that through these novels, women
challenged both colonial and patriarchal discourses while shaping concepts of identity,
education, and autonomy. Thus, these novels became the earliest voices of resistance and self-
expression in literature and provided a foundation for later women’s writing.
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“Men, who do or at least are said to do all the outdoor work, have to stay in the mardana, while we do all the work
inside. They never come out except on Thursdays, and that too is permitted only if they get the Queen’s special

permission.”(2)
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“Published in 1895, Saguna is the first autobiographical novel in English written by an Indian woman. Through the
story of a rebellious adolescent torn between the old world and the new.....this pioneering nineteenth—century
classic will be a rich and rewarding book for all general readers and for scholars interested in issues of literature

and gender as well as Christianity, colonialism, and nationalism.” (4)
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2. Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain, Sultana’s Dream, 1905.Pg: 58
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