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Philosophy of Mortality in Sheikh Saadi’s and W.H Auden’s Poetry:
A Comparative Study
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Abstract
The inevitable fact of this world that no one can deny is “Death”. No matter what religion a person belongs to,
every living soul has to taste death. Western and Eastern Poets have their own views on this bitter reality. In
Persian and English literature, we find many poets who have shed light on the philosophy of mortality in their
thoughts. Saadi and W.H Auden are also among the poets who presented philosophy of death from their own
perspectives. This research is aimed at comparing the differences between the thoughts and ideas of these two
poets regarding the philosophy of death and drawing the similarities in their ideologies. This research will be
significant in exploring the various similarities and commonalities found in other poets of East and the West.
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“Ache is human - not polite-
The Film upon the eye-
Mortality’s old Custom

Just locking up - to Die.” (11)
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“Can death be sleep, when life is but a dream
And scenes of bliss pass as a phantom by?
The transient pleasures as a vision seem,
And yet we think the greatest pain’s to die.”(12)
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“When life as opening buds is sweet,
And golden hopes the fancy greet,

And youth prepares his joys to meet,
Alas! How hard it is to die!”(13)
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“He disappeared in the dead of winter:
The brook were frozen, the airports almost deserted,
And snow disfigured the public statues;

The mercury sank in the mouth of the dying day.
The day of his death was a dark cold day.”(25)
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“When there are so many we shall have to mourn,
when grief has been made so public, and exposed
to the critique of a whole epoch
the frailty of our conscience and anguish,

of whom shall we speak? For every day they die
among us, those who were doing us some good,
who knew it was never enough but
hoped to improve a little by living.”(26)
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“Beauty, midnight, vision dies:
Let the winds of dawn that blow
Softly round your dreaming head
Such a day of welcome show
Eye and knocking heart may bless,
Find the mortal world enough;
Noons of dryness find you fed
By the involuntary powers,
Nights of insult let you pass
Watched by every human love.”(27)
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“Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone,
Prevent the dog from barking with a juicy bone,

Silence the pianos and with muffled drum
Bring out the coffin, let the mourners come” (28)

st i i el i- 2o SIS e elle SIS UE 1St s S b BT Ut K1 e £ T

2t

Lufm;/{L%/’uﬁ’}f;;,‘e.ﬁwigsf-%m/@:&/‘ywu‘-{/,ﬁKgrfd”gajﬁpfugrg/fojg%&/ﬂ;gr &UV‘L uff
_LarKJ@GL;«’!t@ﬁformt@/i;z’/ijj%uv:},u’t;nl[/u‘f!ﬂ;g/;u{b@Jf;}uwmmﬁufjl/

:ujgu)”f-‘g&;L‘/‘julﬁ;"tdf‘at'n,g}lflf;KJ!/;ILgd?ljrfﬁicd’ug)'/'cf.uff._})d/»

“Lay your sleeping head, my love,
Human on my faithless arm;
Time and fevers burn away

Individual beauty from

Thoughtful children, and the grave

Proves the child ephemeral:(29)
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“But in my aims till break of day
Let the living creatures lie,
Mortal, guilty but to me,
The entirely beautiful”(30)
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“He was found by the Bureau of Statistics to be

One against whom there was no official complaint.”(31)
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11. Dickinson, Emily ,The complete poems of Emily Dickinson(Edited by Thomas H. Johnson), Lattle
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