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Abstract:
Urdu-Hindi Controversy has been a subject of linguistic interest due to its typical yet unique nature. It’s not merely
a case of diagraphia but indicates a number of underlying reasons which lead to the standardization of Urdu
language by setting it on two separate paths. This article explores the basic and important issues which have been
the cause of this controversy. The historical, religious, socio-political and linguistic aspects of this controversy have
been discussed to understand the problems that lead to an ever widening gap between the two speech communities
which shared a common culture for centuries.
Key words: Urdu-Hindi, Standardization, Collonialialism, Writing System, Biscriptality/ Digraphia
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"A branch of linguistics which studies all aspects of the relationship between
language and society. Sociolinguists study such matters as the linguistic identity
of social groups, social attitudes to language, standard and non-standard forms
of language, the patterns and needs of national language use, social varieties and
levels of language, the social basis of multilingualism and so on."(13)
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“But instead of encouraging and attempting to widen the common element, we
have been doing our utmost to widen the differences and to create, under the

name of Hindi, a language which no one speaks, and which no one, unless he is
specially educated, can interpret.” (25)
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Digraphia is not unlike the proverbial ten percent of an iceberg that is visible
above the water: the part that is visible_the script_is the least of it.” (35)
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