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THE ORIGINS OF WEARING VEIL (PARDA) AMONG WOMEN IN
THE HISTORY OF MANKIND: A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY IN THE

LIGHT OF ISLAMIC TEACHINGS
Faizan Ali
University of Okara

Abstract:

Islam was not the first culture to practice veiling their women. Veiling practices started
long before the Islamic prophet Muhammad was born. Societies like the Byzantines,
Sassanids, and other cultures in Near and Middle East practiced veiling. There is even
some evidence that indicates that two clans in southwestern Arabia practiced veiling in
pre-Islamic times, the Baniui Isma ‘il and Banii Qahtan. Veiling was a sign of a women’s
social status within those societies. In Mesopotamia, the veil was a sign of a woman’s
high status and respectability.
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