
Vol.6 No.3 2023 

 
 

 

259 
 

THE EROSION OF ASABIYYAH: A KHALDUNIAN ANALYSIS OF 

DECLINING SOCIAL COHESION IN PUNJABI POLITICS 
DR. MUHAMMAD AHTASHAM JAN BUTT 

Assistant Professor Higher Education Department. Email: ahtishamjanbutt12@gmail.com 

DR. SHAHZAD MUNAWAR CH. 

Assistant Professor of Political Science, Higher Education Department, Pakistan Email: 

shahzad.munawar1981@gmail.com 

MS. SAIRA ZAKA 

MPHIL research Scholar at University of Okara, Email: zsaira101@gmail.com 

 ABSTRACT 
This exploration delves into the theories of Ibn Khaldun, focusing on his seminal work, the "Muqaddimah," and 

the concept of Asabiyyah. Asabiyyah, a term denoting social cohesion, is examined in the context of 

contemporary Punjabi politics, emphasizing its intricate connections with governance, leadership dynamics, 

and the historical evolution of the region. The synthesis draws from general works on Ibn Khaldun's philosophy, 

including seminal translations and analyses by scholars such as Rosenthal, Issawi, and Dawood. Additionally, 

the abstract encompasses broader themes, incorporating references to foundational works of Karl Marx and 

Friedrich Engels on materialism and politics. The relevance of these perspectives is explored in the 

contemporary landscape through the works of modern theorists like Harvey and Mouffe. This abstract provides 

a comprehensive entry point into the multifaceted discussions on Asabiyyah, materialism, and politics, urging a 

reevaluation of social and political dynamics through the lens of Ibn Khaldun's timeless insights and their 

application in contemporary global contexts.  
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1. Introduction 

Ibn Khaldun, a towering figure in medieval Arab philosophy, introduced the concept of 

Asabiyyah, a term intricately woven into his seminal work, the "Muqaddimah." Asabiyyah 

embodies the cohesive force that binds individuals within a society, forming the bedrock for 

the rise and fall of civilizations. Khaldun's astute observations on this phenomenon have 

transcended time, finding contemporary relevance in the analysis of political landscapes, 

including the complex realm of Punjabi politics (Aziz, 1960). 

Khaldun conceptualizes Asabiyyah as the social glue-binding individuals in a collective. The 

review elucidates the two primary types: Asabiyyah derived from kinship and tribal 

affiliations, and Asabiyyah born out of urban civilization and political organization. 

In Khaldun's schema, Asabiyyah represents more than mere social solidarity; it encapsulates 

the collective spirit and kinship ties that propel a community towards success or herald its 

decline. This concept emerges as a crucial component in Khaldun's broader theory of the 

cyclical nature of history, where the dynamics of Asabiyyah contribute to the birth, growth, 

and eventual decay of civilizations (Khaldun, 1377). 

2. Types and Characteristics 

The nuanced exploration of Asabiyyah involves a dual categorization: one rooted in kinship 

and tribal affiliations, and another stemming from urban civilization and political 

organization. Khaldun discerns the characteristics of Asabiyyah, highlighting its 

transformative nature and its pivotal role in shaping the political and social structures of a 

community. Asabiyyah, according to Khaldun, is not static; it evolves waxes, and wanes, 

mirroring the organic progression of societies (Khaldun, 1377). 

Ibn Khaldun's concept of Asabiyyah encompasses several key characteristics that are integral 

to understanding the dynamics of social cohesion and group solidarity. These characteristics, 

as outlined in Khaldun's "Muqaddimah," shed light on the nature and evolution of Asabiyyah 

within a society.  

2.1 Dynamic and Evolving Nature 
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Explanation: Asabiyyah is not a static force but a dynamic and evolving one. Khaldun 

emphasizes that it grows and wanes over time, responding to the changing circumstances and 

challenges faced by a society. It is subject to fluctuations influenced by external pressures 

and internal dynamics. As stated by Khaldun "The strength of group feeling is a dynamic 

force that grows and wanes, and that rises and falls, in accordance with the natural 

phenomena and the conditions of existence" (Khaldun, 1377). 

2.2 Rooted in Kinship and Tribal Bonds 

Explanation: Khaldun identifies two primary types of Asabiyyah: one based on kinship and 

tribal affiliations. This form of social cohesion is rooted in blood ties and familial 

relationships, forming the foundation for a collective consciousness that unites individuals 

within a tribe or clan. The author mentioned it in his original text as "Group feeling is always 

based on blood relationships and consanguinity, which are the strongest ties and bring about 

the closest unity" (Khaldun, 1377). 

2.3 Urban Asabiyyah and Political Organization 

Explanation: Khaldun also recognizes Asabiyyah emerging from urban civilization and 

political organization. Relatively complex societies, group solidarity may develop around 

shared political goals, affiliations, or a common cause. This form of Asabiyyah is associated 

with organized states and city life. Khaldun in his text stated it as "Urban Asabiyyah is of a 

secondary kind and it originates in political organization. This political organization may 

consist of a group of people united for a common purpose or of a dynasty controlling them" 

(Khaldun, 1377). 

2.4 Role in Shaping Political and Social Structures 

Explanation: Asabiyyah plays a pivotal role in shaping the political and social structures of a 

society. It influences the establishment of ruling dynasties, the formation of states, and the 

cohesion of communities. The strength of Asabiyyah is closely tied to the stability and 

success of political entities. "Group feeling is the basis of group organization. Group 

organization is the basis of royal authority. Royal authority is the foundation of the state" 

(Khaldun, 1377). 

2.5 Cyclical Nature and Rise and Fall of Civilizations 

Explanation: Khaldun's theory posits a cyclical nature of Asabiyyah, wherein it contributes to 

the rise and fall of civilizations. Asabiyyah is at its peak during the establishment of a new 

dynasty, but over time, it may weaken, leading to the decline of the ruling power. "Dominion 

passes in succession from one family to another in a kind of rotation. The reason for this is 

that group feeling continues to persist in a dynasty only as long as it is established and in 

power" (Khaldun, 1377). 

3. Application to Punjabi Politics 

The journey from Ibn Khaldun's theoretical framework to the contemporary realm of Punjabi 

politics involves a nuanced examination of Asabiyyah. As the theoretical underpinning 

transitions to real-world application, the focus shifts to Punjab's socio-political landscape, 

characterized by a rich history and cultural diversity. This transition serves as the gateway for 

unraveling the intricate dynamics of Asabiyyah within the region. 

In this exploration, the socio-political landscape of Punjab emerges as a canvas where the 

dynamics of Asabiyyah are painted. Punjab's historical tapestry, shaped by a legacy of 

diverse cultures and political movements, provides the backdrop against which the evolution 

of Asabiyyah unfolds. This section serves to contextualize the application, acknowledging the 

complexities inherent in Punjab's unique socio-political identity (Gellner, 1981). 

4. Factors Contributing to Diminishing Asabiyyah in line with Punjabi politics 
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The heart of the exploration delves into the factors that contribute to the diminishing 

influence of Asabiyyah in contemporary Punjabi politics. Drawing from Khaldun's insights, 

this section dissects the historical roots of Asabiyyah in the region. It explores its 

manifestation in various socio-political movements and power structures, tracing the 

trajectory of Asabiyyah from its zenith to its current state. 

This subsection offers a lens through which to understand the historical roots of Asabiyyah in 

Punjabi politics. By examining pivotal moments and movements, it seeks to uncover the 

seeds of group solidarity and collective consciousness within the region (Hourarani, 2013). 

Continuing the exploration, the review turns its gaze to the contemporary political landscape 

of Punjab. Scrutinizing the factors that have led to the decline of Asabiyyah, this section aims 

to draw parallels with Khaldun's observations on the fragility of social cohesion. The focus 

shifts to understanding how evolving political and economic landscapes affects the endurance 

of Asabiyyah in modern Punjab (Aziz, 1960). 

5. Factors Leading to the Decline 

In synthesizing these sections, the review aims to offer a comprehensive understanding of the 

application of Asabiyyah in contemporary Punjabi politics, bridging the theoretical 

foundations laid by Khaldun with the complex realities of a region marked by diversity, 

history, and dynamic political changes.II. Asabiyyah in Punjabi Politics: 

Historical Context: Examining the historical roots of Asabiyyah in Punjabi politics, the article 

explores its manifestation in various socio-political movements and power structures. 

Contemporary Analysis: Investigating the current state of Asabiyyah, the review scrutinizes 

its diminishing presence in the political landscape of Punjab. 

Economic Shifts: The review explores how economic changes, from agrarian to industrial, 

have reshaped social structures, diminishing the influence of traditional Asabiyyah rooted in 

land and kinship. 

Political Fragmentation: Analyzing the rise of multiple political factions and parties, the 

review discusses how fragmented political entities have weakened the overarching Asabiyyah 

that historically united Punjabi communities. 

6. Khaldunian Perspective on Declining Asabiyyah 

In the Khaldunian perspective, the erosion of Asabiyyah has profound implications for 

governance within a society. Khaldun posits that group feeling is the foundation of group 

organization, which, in turn, serves as the bedrock for royal authority and the state (Khaldun, 

1377). As Asabiyyah weakens, so does the cohesive force that underpins effective 

governance. This section explores the intricate relationship between Asabiyyah and the 

ability of a political entity to govern effectively. 

6.1 Royal Authority as a Reflection of Asabiyyah 

Subsection Explanation: Khaldun's observation that royal authority is contingent on the 

strength of Asabiyyah is examined. As Asabiyyah diminishes, the section explores how this 

weakening solidarity reflects in the authority and effectiveness of political leadership. 

6.2 Impact on Leadership Dynamics 

Khaldunian insights delve into the nexus between Asabiyyah and leadership dynamics. The 

theory asserts that the rise and fall of ruling dynasties are intimately connected to the level of 

group feeling within a society. This section explores how declining Asabiyyah shapes 

leadership, contributing to the cyclical nature of political entities. 

6.3 Dynastic Rotation and Asabiyyah 

Khaldun's concept of dynastic rotation as influenced by the strength or weakness of 

Asabiyyah is elucidated. The section explores how leadership transitions within a society are 

reflective of the fluctuations in-group solidarity. 
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6.4 Asabiyyah's Role in Political Stability 

Khaldunian theory posits that Asabiyyah is fundamental to the stability of political entities. 

As the sense of group solidarity weakens, so does the stability of the ruling power. This 

section explores Khaldun's observations on how Asabiyyah, or its absence, contributes to the 

political stability or instability of a society. 

7. Asabiyyah and Politics 

7.1 Stability as a Function of Asabiyyah 

Subsection Explanation: Drawing from Khaldun's writings, the section analyzes how the ebb 

and flow of Asabiyyah correlate with periods of political stability and instability. It examines 

the consequences of diminishing group solidarity on the overall political landscape (Issawi, 

1980). 

7.2 Fragility of Social Cohesion in Evolving Landscapes 

Khaldun's insights extend to the fragility of social cohesion in the face of evolving political 

and economic landscapes. This section explores how the changing dynamics of a society, 

influenced by economic shifts and political transformations, affect the endurance of 

Asabiyyah (Dawood, 1967). 

7.3 Adaptation and Resilience of Asabiyyah: 

Subsection Explanation: The section delves into Khaldun's perspective on how Asabiyyah 

adapts or falters in response to evolving political and economic conditions. It explores the 

resilience or vulnerability of group solidarity in dynamic environments. 

In synthesizing these perspectives, the review aims to offer a comprehensive understanding 

of Khaldun's perspective on the declining Asabiyyah, examining its implications for 

governance, leadership, political stability, and the fragility of social cohesion within the 

context of changing landscapes.  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the synthesis of Khaldun's theories on Asabiyyah with the contemporary 

context of Punjabi politics unveils a profound tapestry of intricate connections between social 

cohesion, political power, and the historical evolution of the region. Khaldun's 

conceptualization of Asabiyyah as a dynamic force influencing the rise and fall of 

civilizations provides a unique lens through which to understand the socio-political dynamics 

of Punjab. As the review navigates through the historical roots and contemporary 

manifestations of Asabiyyah in Punjabi politics, it becomes evident that the strength of group 

feeling, or its decline, echoes through the corridors of political power, leaving an indelible 

mark on the region's governance structures. 

This analysis illuminates the implications of declining Asabiyyah for governance and 

leadership in Punjab. Khaldun's assertion that group feeling is the foundation of group 

organization and, consequently, royal authority underscores the centrality of Asabiyyah in 

effective governance. The diminishing influence of Asabiyyah suggests potential challenges 

in sustaining stable political structures in Punjab. The cyclical nature of political entities, as 

elucidated by Khaldun, implies that the fate of ruling powers in Punjab is intricately tied to 

the fluctuations in-group solidarity. Therefore, a reevaluation of social and political dynamics 

becomes imperative, urging policymakers and stakeholders to consider the Khaldunian 

perspective in constructing strategies for effective governance and leadership in the region. 

In the broader context, the review not only contributes to our understanding of Punjabi 

politics but also offers a valuable application of Khaldun's theories beyond their historical 

origins. The Khaldunian perspective prompts a reexamination of the factors influencing 

social cohesion and political stability in contemporary settings, transcending time and 

geography. As societies navigate the complexities of the present, the echoes of Asabiyyah in 



Vol.6 No.3 2023 

 
 

 

263 
 

Punjab serve as a compelling case study, inviting scholars and policymakers to reflect on the 

enduring relevance of Khaldun's insights in shaping governance and leadership dynamics 

worldwide. 
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