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THE ROLE OF BOOKS IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF ISLAMIC MODERNISM AND
CULTURAL CHANGES IN THE SUBCONTINENT: A CRITICAL STUDY IN THE LIGHT OF
DR. JAMEEL JALBI'S TRANSLATION
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Abstract:

Dr. Jameel Jalbi's translation of Islamic literature into Urdu played a pivotal role in shaping the
intellectual landscape of the Indian subcontinent during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
His work served as a catalyst for the development of Islamic modernism, a movement that sought
to reconcile traditional Islamic teachings with the challenges of modernity. Jalbi's translations
not only made Islamic texts accessible to a wider audience but also introduced new ideas and
perspectives that challenged the prevailing orthodoxies. His work had a profound impact on the
development of Urdu literature and culture, and it continues to be studied and debated today.

Keywords: Islamic modernism, Islamic literature, Urdu literature, Dr. Jameel Jalbi, translation,
Indian subcontinent
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“In 1947 Vascoda Gama saild ramd the cap of good hope and discovered the sea
route to India. This led to the discovery of the European by the Indian Muslims.
The first Portuguese ships to operate off India were regarded as a menace to the
Mari time trade conducted mainly by the Arabs between India and the Arabian
coast, East Africa, and Egypt. Naval wars of the kings of Gujrat in alliance first
with the Mumluks and later the Ottomans did not succeed in disloging the
portugues from their Indian coastal strong holds or shake their power in the
Indian Ocean.”(1)
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“The East India Company turned out to be the principal casuality of the mutiny of
1857-8. The destinies of India passed from the hands of the board of directors of

the can any to those of the British Parliament and the British Electorate in a
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speech from the throne in 1859 Queen Victoria proclaimed a general amnesty and
a vague promise of gradual political represtation for the Indian people.”(**)
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“There were three principal centres of theological education in nineteenth century
Muslim India. Most pre-eminent of these was the school of Wali Allah in Delhi,
where his son Shah Adul Aziz and his grandson shah Muhammad Ishaq
continued his tradition with the consistently increasing shift in emphasis from
speculative fundamentalism towards electric traditionalism.”(1)
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“The involvement of all cross—currents of Indo Muslim religious and political
thought, conservative, moderate and modernist, in the Plan Islamic movement and
with the image of the Ottoman Caliphate between 1870 and 1924 was a response
to the psychological pull of extra Indian Islam.”(A)
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“During the century which began with the treaty of Kuchuk Kaynarja and ended
with the the occassion of Abdul Hamid II in 1876, the Ottoman claim ceased his
to be merely titular and became an active factor in international politics. During
upspring of 1857 the British obtained a proclamation from the Ottoman Caliph
advising the Indian Muslims to remain loyal to his British allies.”(f+)
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“Muhammad Iqbal(1875-1938) poet, philosopher and political thinker
dominates Islamic religious and political thought in the twentieth century as
Sayyid Ahmad Khan in the nineteenth. Igbal intellectual personality was shaped
first by classical Islamic learning and later by Western Education at Lahore,
where is studied under TW Arnold from1905 to 1908 he studied at Cambridge
completing his doctorate on the development of metaphysics in Fersiaat
Munich.”(1t)
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“Abul-Kalam Azad (1888-1958) complements certain aspects of Igbal’s
religious thought in certain others, such as this approach to exegesis of the Quran

and understanding of the relationship between God and man, his approach is very
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different. Igbal approaches the Quran equipped with dialectical methodology and

an attitude of metaphysical speculation.” (16)
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“By for the most dynamic and well organized challenge modernist Islam has been

facing in India, and especially in Pakistan, is that of the revivalist writing and

preaching’s of Abu-l-Ala Maududi and his well-knit monolithic, atmost

totalitrain religio—political organization, the Jama-at-Islam.”(1)
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“Most of the Muslim Ulama led by those of Deoband, were opposed to the

concept of Pakistan. But the secular minded leaders of the Pakistan movement,

including Jinnah, fought for the achievement of Pakistan, not merely for the

political and economic self determination concept of an Islamic state.” (19)
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“Sindh however became integraly a province of the Umayyad and after its
overthrow in 750, of the Abbasid Caliphate, through not without a brief struggle
on its soil between the adherent of the old and the new dynasty. Under the
Abbasids Sindh was culturally integrated in the Dar-al-Tslam.”(¥1)
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“Through the Mongol presence on the Hindukush and the Indus served indirectly
to consolidate Alletmish & power by weaking his rival Qubacha; it also menaced
the very existent of the infaint Muslim power in north India. Mongol coloumns
under Chaghatay and Ogodee ravaged Southeren Punjab and Chaghatay spent a
winter at Kalinjar.”(*)
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“Throughout the nineteenth and the first half of the twentieth century eleumen
from the Arabian coast, Arab from the Hijaz and Hadramawt, Somials and other
east Africans continued to come and find employment in the irragular forces of
the Nizmas of Hydrabad,and the Sultan of Hadramawt was also a titled noble of
the Nizam.”(r8)
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“The Indian sepoy mutiny of 1857 or the “war of independence” as it is no
discribed in India and Pakistan was also, if one may use a Toynbeen expression
an ‘archaic’ attempt of the Indian Muslim to recover their lost power in India. Its
failure due to the lack of organization spelt the disintegration and collapse of the

fedral structure of Muslim society. (<)
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“The history of medieval and modern India is to a considerable extent a history of
Hindu Muslim religio—culture tensions, and interspresed with movement or
individual efforts at understanding harmony and even comosite development. The
divise forces have proved much more dynamic than the cohesive ones.”(*9)
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